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Provisionally Accredited Levee Talking Points
Provisionally Accredited Levee Talking Points

For use in addressing residents and business owners, community leaders, media and other stakeholder groups in communities where levees are currently under review and have received the Provisionally Accredited Levee designation.

The levee(s) in our community are currently being reviewed and documented to confirm the level of protection they provide.

· Levees in our area have previously been shown to meet federal flood protection standards, but additional documentation is now required to show that they remain in compliance.   

· During the period of review, our levee(s) will be temporarily designated as Provisionally Accredited Levees, because available data indicates that they likely still offer the needed protection.  

· The flood risks shown on flood maps for areas near the levee will not change during this review and documentation period.  Flood maps will recognize the levee as continuing to meet federal flood protection standards.  

· However, the provisional designation serves as a reminder that there is always a risk of flooding if you live or work near a levee.  A note appears on new flood hazard maps making clear that flood insurance is recommended. 

Residents should be aware that for most residents in moderate-risk areas behind Provisionally Accredited Levees, flood insurance is available, and eligibility for preferred risk rates is not affected.

· The provisionally accredited designation given to our levee(s) means that many property owners in moderate-risk areas near the levee will continue to qualify for the lowest-cost form of flood insurance, called Preferred Risk Policies.

· Preferred Risk Policies are a product of the National Flood Insurance Program.  They offer the same quality protection as a standard policy, but at significant savings.  

· They are sold by most insurance agents, but are only available for properties outside of high-risk areas. 

· Preferred Risk Policies cover not just individual homes or businesses, but contents as well.

Residents should consider their flood risk and make the right choice 
for protection.  

· Because of the unique risks associated with levees, [local government/agency] and FEMA urge all property owners who live and work near a levee to purchase flood insurance, even if they are not required to do so. Consider the facts:

· Most homeowners policies do NOT cover damage caused by flooding.  For most individuals, flood insurance is the only way to protect against flood loss and, in most cases, you can buy flood insurance from the agent who sells your homeowners policy.

· Federal disaster assistance is not always available.  When federal aid is made available, it usually takes the form of a low-interest loan that individuals must repay in addition to their existing mortgage.  

· Flooding occurs in areas that have been released from the federal requirement.  About 25 percent of flood claims come from areas where flood insurance is a choice rather than a requirement.

· A few inches of flood water can cause thousands of dollars in damage.  As the water rises, so too will the costs.  In 2007, the average flood claim was nearly $24,000.

· There is a 30-day waiting period before a policy becomes effective, so it is important to talk to your agent soon to ensure you are protected.  To find an agent in your area, visit www.FloodSmart.gov.

There are other resources available that provide information about changing risk levels and flood insurance:

· Contact [local government/agency] at [phone number]
· Visit the National Flood Insurance Program FloodSmart Web site at www.FloodSmart.gov.
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