


Sample letter to be sent on your letterhead to insurance professionals in your community.

Dear XXX:

As an insurance professional who deals with properties along the [name of waterway], you may receive questions about the new levee designation that [name of levee(s)] have received.  FEMA flood hazard maps now classify certain levees in your community as Provisionally Accredited Levees.  This designation is given to a levee that was earlier shown on flood maps as protecting against a major flood.*  However, the levee designation is currently being reviewed and documented.  
This does not mean that homes or businesses near the levee are at a higher risk of being flooded.  It does remind us that no levee can provide complete protection from flooding.  Levees can fail or be overtopped in major flood events, and the results can be catastrophic.    

A levee is provisionally accredited when the community believes that the levee will meet federal standards once review and documentation is completed.  The provisional accreditation can remain in force for up to two years.  During that time, the current flood risk zone designations for areas near the levee remain in effect.  Most properties will be shown in a shaded “X” (moderate-risk) zone on flood hazard maps.   
At the end of the two years, the levee will either be “accredited” (shown as meeting standards for protecting against a major flood) or “de-accredited” (shown as not meeting these standards).  Most areas near accredited levees are mapped as moderate-risk areas.  Flood insurance is not federally required in these areas, but low-cost preferred risk flood insurance is available.  Areas near de-accredited levees will be mapped as high-risk areas, and federal flood insurance requirements will apply. 

For now, the Provisionally Accredited Levee designation causes no change in already-mapped risk levels or flood insurance requirements.  While flood insurance is not required for areas of moderate risk near Provisionally Accredited Levees, it is strongly recommended.  You should remind your customers that there is always some risk associated with levees, and that they may want to consider flood insurance as part of their home or business protection strategy. 

Sincerely,
[insert name of local official]

[title]

*A flood with a 1 percent chance of occurring in any given year, also known as the “100-year” flood.

Suggested enclosure:
“Consider the risk. Make the right choice.” fact sheet 
