
Sample letter to be sent on your letterhead to residents and business owners in your community.

Dear Property Owner: 

Levees along the [name of waterway] are now being shown as “provisionally accredited” rather than “accredited” on local flood maps.  I am sending this letter to address potential questions you may have about how this change could affect you personally or financially.   

A Provisionally Accredited Levee designation is given to a levee that was earlier shown as protecting against a major flood (defined as a flood with a 1 percent chance of occurring in any given year).  However, a levee’s level of protection can change over time.  The status of the levee is currently being reviewed and documented, and local officials expect the levee to again be accredited once the documentation is complete. 

Your risk of flooding has not changed.  Flood insurance requirements have not changed. However, the situation is a reminder that no levee can provide complete protection from flooding.  Levees can fail or overtop in serious flood events, and the results can be catastrophic.  Anyone who lives or works near a levee should take steps to protect themselves, their families and their property.   

Flood insurance is not federally required for areas of moderate flood risk near Provisionally Accredited Levees.  However, we strongly recommend it.  You may want to contact your insurance agent to discuss the risk associated with levees and make flood insurance part of your home or business protection strategy.  Ask your agent about ways to save on your flood insurance premium with a low-cost Preferred Risk Policy. 

Sincerely,

[insert name of local official]

[title]

Suggested enclosure:

“Consider the risk. Make the right choice.” fact sheet  

