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March 1, 2007

Dear Insurance Professional:
As you know, in the aftermath of New Orleans flooding, there has been increased public scrutiny of the nation’s flood protection systems.  Recently, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has published a listing of Federal levee systems which have been found deficient and are no longer providing the designed flood protection level.  Several of these levees are located in Illinois.

Levees are often all that stand between a community and a serious flood disaster. Yet in Illinois, less than 10% of the homeowners who live behind levees carry flood insurance.  Residents of Illinois remain under the false perception that their levees will protect them from all flooding and resulting damages.  However, levees are built to provide a specific level of flood protection.  Severe weather can cause levees to fail. The flooding that follows can financially ruin homeowners and business owners who do not have flood insurance.  Most homeowners insurance does NOT cover damage caused by flooding. 
Spring flood season will soon be upon us.  Therefore, we urge all households and businesses that are in areas behind levee to carry flood insurance.    

There is an essential need in this state to reach out and notify the public of the residual risk of flooding behind existing levees.  We sincerely hope you will duplicate and use the attached flyer in any mailings to your customers.   A full-color downloadable version of this flyer can be found at www.illinoisfloods.org.

Respectfully, 

Paul A. Osman, State Coordinator

National Flood Insurance Program 

