GOING INTO SFHA


[Date]

[Name]

[Street Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]
RE: [Parcel Number xxx] 

Dear Property Owner:

A multiyear project to re-examine [Community/County name’s] flood risks and develop detailed digital flood hazard maps is nearing completion, and the new maps will become effective soon. The parcel identified at the top of this letter is now shown to be in a higher-risk flood zone, known as a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). The area is shown on the flood hazard map—also known as a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)—as a zone beginning with the letter [enter appropriate zones; e.g., “A,” “AE,” “V,” “VE”]. 
How will these changes affect you? 

If you have a mortgage from a federally regulated or insured lender and the buildings on this parcel are within the SFHA, then by Federal law your lender must require you to carry flood insurance. The requirement takes place when the flood maps become effective. Flood insurance is available through the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) National Flood Insurance Program. The insurance is provided by about 85 insurance companies and written through licensed insurance agents. Contact your insurance agent to learn about lower cost options offered by the NFIP for properties mapped into higher-risk areas for the first time. 

If flood insurance is not a requirement, [Community/County name] still recommends that you purchase flood insurance. 
Here’s where to go for more information.

Local government staff is available to assist residents one-on-one and provide information at [location(s)] during business hours. [Insert other information on upcoming meetings or website locations]. For more information on flood insurance, or to find an insurance agent, visit FloodSmart.gov.
The flood risk update project is a joint effort of [Community/County name], local communities and FEMA [, in cooperation with association and private-sector partners]. [We have enclosed a brochure to provide you with more information about this project and how it will affect the community.]
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