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w‘ MAPPING THE RISK





[County/Community Name] MAP UPDATE PROJECT MEDIA BACKGROUNDER
FLOOD HAZARD MAPS THAT REFLECT CURRENT FLOOD RISK
[County/Community name’s] multiyear digital mapping project is nearing completion. The new maps will provide [County/Community name] with up-to-date flood risk information and tools that can be used to enhance local mitigation plans and make informed decisions about reducing flood risks. The local mapping project is part of a nationwide Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning (Risk MAP) effort conducted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
	KEY MAPPING MILESTONES



	[Date]—Preliminary flood maps released 
[Date]—Flood Risk Open House
[Date]—Start of 90-day Public Comment Period (for filing of appeals and comments)
[Target Date, Month, or Season—e.g., 
Fall 2014]*—New maps become effective; new flood insurance requirements take effect
Visit [enter website address] to see the preliminary maps and learn when map changes take effect.
For general information, call
[Name of local call center or contact] at [phone #]. 
Open [hours of operation].
*Date subject to change pending 
 completion of review process.



Why Update the Maps? Why Now?
Flood hazard maps, also known as Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), are important tools. They indicate zones of low, moderate, and high flood risk at a property-specific detail. However, flood risks change over time. Detailed mapping of the area has not been performed since XXXX [include if applicable]. This study will integrate the most current rainfall, elevation, and other key data with the latest modeling technology to provide an updated picture of the area’s flood risk.

Updated Maps = A Safer Public
By showing the extent to which areas of [County/Community name] are at risk for flooding, the new flood hazard maps and flood risk products will help residents and business owners understand their current flood risk and make more informed decisions about protecting their property and financial interests. These maps will also allow community planners, local officials, engineers, builders, and others to make important determinations about where and how to build new structures and developments to maximize safety.

How are residents and businesses affected?

Some flood zone designations will change with the new flood maps, and as a result more than [# of affected] property owners will learn that their risk is lower or higher than they thought. For them, flood insurance requirements and options will change as well.
· New flood insurance requirements where maps show higher risk. If a building that was previously shown in a moderate- to low-risk area is now shown in a high-risk area, flood insurance will be required by federally regulated or insured mortgage lenders.1 A high-risk area, or Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), is noted on the FIRMs as a zone beginning with the letters A or V. 
· Options to save on flood insurance where maps show higher risk. If a building that was previously shown in a moderate- to low-risk area is now shown in a high-risk area, a lower rate may be available for the first year after the new map’s adoption. FEMA also offers a “grandfathering” option for a building constructed in compliance with the building requirements associated with the map in effect at that time. Maintaining continuous flood insurance coverage can also qualify for the grandfathering option.
· Higher flood insurance premiums with an increase in the Base Flood Elevation (BFE). The BFE is the height that floodwaters are estimated to reach or exceed in a flood event with at least a one percent annual chance of occurring. When the BFE increases, flood risk and flood insurance premiums can also increase. 
· Options to save on flood insurance with an increase in the BFE. FEMA also offers a “grandfathering” option for a building constructed in compliance with the building requirements associated with the map in effect at that time.” Should denote for high-risk flood zones. It’s mixed in with X zones.
· Flood insurance savings where maps show lower risk. If a building is remapped from a high-risk area to a moderate- to low-risk area (noted with an “X” or an “X” with shading around it on the flood maps), the flood risk is reduced but not removed. While there no longer is the federal requirement to maintain flood insurance, there is still a risk for flooding. In fact, FEMA statistics show that more than 20 percent of flood claims occur in areas outside of mapped high-risk flood areas.3 Policyholders whose buildings qualify can easily convert their current policy to a low-cost flood insurance policy (known as Preferred Risk Policy or PRP). 
[Use portions of the following that are applicable] To view the new digital flood maps, look up a property, see areas that are changing flood zones, and learn how [County/Community name] will be affected, visit [enter website address]. For more information about FEMA’s Risk MAP effort, visit www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/rm_main.shtm. For more information about flood risk and the steps local residents can take to ensure that they have proper insurance coverage to protect their investment, visit FloodSmart.gov. 
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[Use portions of the following that are applicable] A local call center has also been set up to answer questions and address residents’ concerns about the new flood maps. Call [phone number] anytime between [hours of operation].
�These lenders are mandated by Federal law to require flood insurance on buildings for which they have issued a loan that are located in high-risk flood areas.





2Base Flood Elevation is the height that floodwaters are estimated to reach or exceed in a flood event with at least a one-percent chance of occurring in any given year.





3As of January 2015.
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